Surah al-Fatihah 


This Surah is called al-Fatihah [the Opening] because it is 
what the magnificent Qur’an opens with. And it is called al- 
Mathani [the oft-repeated] because it is recited in every unit 

SS==?P . of prayer. And it also has other names. 
=) a 1- One begins reciting the Qur’an “With the Name of Allah”, 

4 : seeking aid in Him. 

Allah is a designation indicating the Rabb - blessed and 
exalted is He -, the rightful object of worship to the exclusion 
of any others. And this is the most exclusive of Allah’s Names, 
and none other than Him are called by it. 
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2- “All praise belongs of the Lord of all creation” This is 
praising Allah for His Attributes, all of which are Attributes of 
perfection. And it is praising Him for His blessings - both 
outwardly and inwardly, in terms of the din and in terms of 
the dunya. And in its contents there is a command for His 
slaves to praise Him, for He alone is deserving of that, and He 
is the originator of the creation, the establisher and 
maintainer of their affairs, the nurturer of all of His creation 
through His blessings and towards His allies in particular 
through al-iman and righteous good deeds. 

3- “ar-Rahman ar-Rahim” “ar-Rahmdn” is the One 
whose rahmah [mercy] extends to all creation. “ar-Rahim” 
[the Especially Merciful] to the believers. And these are two 
Names from the Names of Allah. 

4- “The Owner of the Day of Recompense” And He alone is the owner of the Day of Judgement, and that is the day of 
recompense for deeds. 

And in the Muslim’s recitation of this Ayah in every unit of his prayers there is a reminder for him of the Last Day, and an 
incitement for him to prepare for it by performing righteous good deeds and abstaining from acts of disobedience and sins. 

5- “You alone do we worship, and You alone do we ask for aid” We single You out alone for worship, and we seek aid 
from You alone in all of our affairs. For all affairs are in Your Hand — no one else possesses even an atom’s weight of anything. 
And in this Ayah there is a proof that the slave is not permitted to turn any portion of any form of worship - such as 
supplication, or supplication in times of severe difficulty, or sacrifice, or tawaf- to any one or thing other than Allah alone. 
And in that there is a cure for the heart from the disease of attaching one’s heart to other than Allah, as well as a cure from 
the sicknesses of showing off, self-amazement, and pride. 

6- “Guide us to the Straight Path” Show us and direct us and grant us the accord to follow the straight way, and make us 
firm upon it until we meet You. And that is al-/slam, that which is the clear way which leads to the pleasure of Allah and 
upon His Jannaf. It is that which the seal of Allah’s Messengers and His Prophets - Muhammad - showed us. So there is no 
path to the slave’s ultimate joy except by means of being firm and upright upon this. 

7- “The path of those upon whom You have bestowed favor, not of those who have evoked [Your] anger or of those 
who are astray” The way of those upon whom You have bestowed favor from amongst the Prophets, the truthful ones, the 
martyrs and the righteous ones. For they are the people of guidance and uprightness. And do not make us among those who 
traverse the way of those who have evoked Your anger - those who know the truth but do not act according to it, and they 
are the Jews and those in their same mold. Nor those who are astray are those who are not guided, so they stayed from the 
path. And they are the Christians and those who follow their ways. 

And in this supplication there is a cure for the heart of the Muslim from the sickness of denying the truth and ignorance 
and misguidance. And in this there is also an indication that the greatest blessing without any exception is the blessing of 
Islam. For whoever recognizes the truth and follows it, then he is upon the Straight Path. And there is no doubt that the 
companions of the Messenger of Alalah are the best of the people in that regard, after the prophets. So this Ayah indicates 
their merits and the greatness of their stations - may Allah be pleased with them. 

And it is highly recommended that after reciting al-Fatihah in one’s salah that he say “Amin“. And the meaning of that is, 
“Oh Allah, accept this.” And saying “Amin” is not an Ayah of Sarah al-Fatihah according to the agreement of the scholars, and 
for this reason they agreed upon not writing it down in the mushafs. 


